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Sunday, March 20
 Palm Sunday Services at 9:15 and 11:15
 Children's Palm Parade
 Youth United departs for their Work Tour to New Orleans
Thursday, March 24
 Maundy Thursday Service at UCG 12:00 Noon
 Dinner at 5:30 PM for residents at Grace Marketplace and
Maundy Thursday Service to follow at 7:00 PM at Grace.
Sunday, March 27
 8:00 AM, 9:15 AM, and 11:15 AM Easter Day services
 Easter Brunch 10:30 AM

Daylight Savings

Annual Time and Talent Fair
on Sunday, March 6!

Time begins

See page 13 for details

Sunday, March 13
Set your clocks

“Be_____________”

ahead one hour

Annual UCG Retreat, April 15-17

the night before!

See page 3 for details

Life is one big road with lots of signs. So when you're riding through the ruts, don't
complicate your mind. Flee from hate, mischief and jealousy. Don't bury your
thoughts, put your vision to reality. Wake Up and Live! ---Bob Marley
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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering on March 6
One Great Hour of Sharing is an offering that is received by United Church of Christ congregations
during the season of Lent for the purpose of meeting needs around the world. One Great Hour of
Sharing provides support to health, education, refugee, agricultural and emergency relief initiatives
in 138 countries by working with local, national, and international partners. Thank you for your
generous support of this effort when we receive this special offering on March 15.

PNO (Parents’ Night Out) on Friday, March 11th
PNO is for parents of babies through 5th grade. The kids can go to the UCG church school wing
from 5:30 to 9:30pm - where they eat pizza*, watch movies, play games, and have fun with
their friends and our child care staff. The cost is $11 for the first child and $6 for each additional
child. RSVPs are required so we have sufficient staffing for the children. Please RSVP by
Wednesday, March 9th to summerh@ucgainesville.org. *Due to life threatening food allergies,
no outside food is allowed

Help Serve Dinner at Grace Marketplace
The Family Promise Committee of UCG is looking forward to providing and serving dinner at
Grace Marketplace on Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016. After supper that night, UCG is
leading a Maundy Thursday worship service in the Grace Marketplace Chapel at 7:00
PM. This provides a great outreach opportunity to our UCG congregation and your assistance is
greatly appreciated! There are number of ways to help, including bringing food, helping to serve
and/or clean-up, and transporting food from UCG to Grace. You can sign-up online at
bit.ly/maundygrace. There will be paper sign-ups at our Family Promise committee table for Time &
Talent this Sunday! Thanks for your help!

UCG Newsletter Goes Online
In an effort to reduce paper, ink, cost, and our environmental impact, we now offer our UCG newsletter in an online version. The newsletter will be emailed to every home and is also on our website, www.ucgainesville.org. but we will not routinely mail out paper copies to every home. We are
asking that if you do not have computer access or need to have a paper copy of the newsletter
mailed to you, please to call the church office at 352-378-3500. We will make certain that paper
newsletters are available to everyone who requests them. Thanks for your cooperation and help in
making this important cost-saving and environmentally friendly, change!
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UCG ANNUAL RETREAT
“Be_______________”

Friday evening, April 15 through Sunday noon, April 17
Warren Willis Camp, Fruitland Park, Florida
Come join us, if you have been to Retreat before, or if this would be your first Retreat! You can
come by yourself; you can come with family members; you can come with babies or children or
youth; you can come with your RV or tent. Come be with the good gifts of community in workshops, games, music, quiet time, fellowship and worship, Come be in a beautiful setting with kindred folks. Come be whatever your heart and soul needs.
INFORMATION ABOUT RETREAT will be available prior to registration:
• Registration & Information forms will be available on our website beginning Thursday, March 10
Members of the Retreat Committee will be available in Reimer Hall throughout the registration
process to answer questions you may have about this year’s Retreat.
REGISTRATION: You may pay by cash, check or credit card. Please note that a

convenience fee will be added to credit card payments.




Sunday, March 13 in Courtyard and Sunday, March 20 from 10:15 to 12:30 in Reimer Hall.
Monday, March 14 – Friday, March 18 and Monday, March 21 – Friday, March 25 – from 9am to
4:30pm in the church office.

The deadline for registration is 4:30pm on Friday, March 25.

When you register, you will receive an information brochure, a Retreat schedule, directions and a
map, tips for parents, and a T-shirt order form. You will complete your forms, visit the lodging table
to be placed in your choice of lodging, and then go to the job table to sign up to help with one activity on retreat. Job descriptions will be available for these activities and members of the Retreat
Committee will be there to help you. (Please note, every adult helps on retreat and must
have a job before leaving registration.) You then proceed to the check-out to pay. All of

these steps must be completed for you to be registered for retreat.

The lodges for families with preschool and elementary school children have partitioned space with a
bathroom for one or two families. These lodges fill up quickly, so we encourage you to register
early if your children are in these age groups. Our waiting list is created in categories according to
the ages of children.
COST: includes 2 nights lodging, four meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday, and breakfast on Sunday; evening snacks; all camp facilities and all UCG Retreat programs; plus 14 hours of
childcare for babies through 5th graders!
Babies – 2 year olds = $32
Elementary schoolers = $72
Post High – 20something = $93
Adults in double motel rooms = $163
Adults in RVs, campground = $118

Pre-K group = $62
Middle & High Schoolers = $83
Adults in cabins = $133
Adults in single motel rooms =$203
Adults in tents = $98

Adults coming without children have a choice of a cabin or an RV site in the central area, or a motel
room or tent site across the road. Motel rooms are simple, standard rooms with private bathroom.
Cabins have 7 bunk beds on each side and a shared bathroom. If at all possible, we will set up the
cabins so that adults will not have to share a bunk. There are no semi-private rooms for adults in
cabins.

See next page
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Retreat, Cont’d
Parents of middle schoolers will be in cabins in the central area with approximately 7 adults per cabin, or they may contact Andy Bachmann about the option of staying in a motel room across the
road.
Parents of high schoolers have the option of staying in a cabin in the central area, in a motel room
across the road or camping.
FINANCIAL AID in the form of loans and scholarships is available through the Peterson/Currie
Scholarship Fund. Your registration form will have a space for you to request the amount of assistance you need and whether you need a scholarship or a loan that you can pay off between March
and the end of June. We do not want anyone to miss Retreat because of financial concerns.
Questions, concerns, information – Contact the church office at 378-3500 or you can e-mail Vince
Amlin or Lisa Goldstein via info@ucgainesville.org, and you will be directed to the person who can
provide you with the best information.

March Seminars
March 6th - Finding God through Binoculars in the West Wing- As you may have guessed from
his many bird-related sermons, Vince Amlin finds sacred inspiration while searching treetops for migrant
warblers or watching the feeders in his front window. Many of us experience the Holy in our contact
with nature. We find God in sunsets and mountaintops. But it can be hard to articulate what we know
about the God whom we meet in the outdoors. Is it just nature’s beauty, or do our explorations of the
natural world shape and reinforce our beliefs and practices in deeper ways? Vince will share some of the
lessons he’s learned in his short life as a birder and lead a conversation about the God we meet in creation.
March 13th - As part of the Racial Disparity event at UCG - “What Needs to be Done to Fix
This Problem and What Can Each of Us Do to Help” - Two simultaneous sessions at 10:45am with
presenters Joy Moore and Doug Nelson.
March 20th - Making Gainesville a Welcoming City with Paula Roetscher, a UF senior, fluent in
Arabic, who worked with migrants coming to her hometown in Germany this summer. We are all aware
of the exodus of war refugees from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and other places made unlivable by years of
war. We're also aware of the generous contributions by many people, especially in the Muslim community, to the welfare of refugees sheltering in temporary camps in Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria.
The number offered asylum in the United States - just 10,000 - does little to ameliorate the suffering of
families crossing the Aegean in rubber life rafts or slogging through mud and freezing rain as the Balkan
winter sets in. Yet their plight is met with opposition from U.S. Senators as well as barroom bigots who
want to refuse entry to Muslim refugees. By becoming a Welcoming City, Gainesville has the opportunity, demonstrate that this is a city of welcome.
March 27th - Easter - no seminars
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A Symposium at United Church of Gainesville
March 11—13
Co-sponsored by the Alachua County Chapter of the NAACP, this event will be held at UCG during the
weekend of March 11-13, 2016. Three outside experts on issues of racial equity will guide the weekend, and we will be joined by invited members of our Alachua County community with related experience and expertise. The symposium will begin Friday evening, continue with a program of workshops
on Saturday, and conclude with worship and seminars on Sunday morning March 13th.
Our intent in hosting this symposium is to become more educated about the extent, nature and root
causes of racial injustice, both in general and specifically in Alachua County. Through data collection
and relationship building, we hope to learn how to support the pursuit of racial justice in our community. To accomplish these objectives, we will consider the root c auses of racial injustice and examine
data on specific measures of racial disparity including: differences in home ownership, employment, mobility, adequate nutrition, healthcare access, rates of incarceration and educational outcomes in our county.
All UCG members are welcome to attend this important event in the life of our church and community.
For Saturday’s workshop discussions we are especially seeking the participation of UCG members who
have experience or a special interest in the elimination of racial disparity in Alachua County, and a commitment to continuing action in our community.
We are pleased to welcome three expert resources for the symposium. Doug Nelson served as President and CEO of the Annie E. Casey Foundation for twenty years. Currently, he is on the Board of the
Carter Center, Chair of the CDC Foundation and an advisor to the widely acclaimed Race to Equity Initiative in Dane County, Wisconsin. Joy Moore is a nationally known Equity and Communications Consultant, focusing on inclusion and disparity issues. Everett Mitchell is currently the Community Relations Director for the University of Wisconsin, Pastor of Christ the Solid Rock Baptist Church, and a candidate for Circuit Court Judge for Dane County.
We hope you will join us for as much of the weekend as you are able. Please register for symposium
events using the flyer (registration form) available in the church office.

Douglas Nelson

Joy Moore

Everett Mitchell
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UCG All-Church Read
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
Voted an Amazon Best Book of July, 2015: "Readers of his work in The Atlantic and elsewhere
know Ta-Nehisi Coates for his thoughtful and influential writing on race in America. Written as a
series of letters to his teenaged son, his new memoir, Between the World and Me, walks us
through the course of his life, from the tough neighborhoods of Baltimore in his youth, to Howard
University—which Coates dubs “The Mecca” for its revelatory community of black students and
teachers—to the broader Meccas of New York and Paris. Coates describes his observations and the
evolution of his thinking on race, from Malcolm X to his conclusion that race itself is a fabrication,
elemental to the concept of American (white) exceptionalism. Ferguson, Trayvon Martin, and
South Carolina are not bumps on the road of progress and harmony, but the results of a systemized, ubiquitous threat to “black bodies” in the form of slavery, police brutality, and mass incarceration. Coates is direct and, as usual, uncommonly insightful and original. There are no wasted
words. This is a powerful and exceptional book."--Jon Foro

Our entire congregation is encouraged to join in a reading of this challenging book. Beginning
March 6 books are for sale in the church office for $18.00 each, and a helpful readers' guide is
available to help us experience the book more fully. Coffee talks and opportunities to interact with
one another as we read and experience this work will be offered at 10:15 on March 20, April 3,
April 10, and April 24.

Annual UCG Book Sale
Sunday, April 10, 2016, 10:15 am - 12:30 pm
Your donations are needed! Collection begins on Wednesday, March 30 and runs through
Saturday, April 9. Please bring your gently used books in boxes and bags to UCG Seminar Room C. Fiction, biographies, mysteries and children's books, CDs and DVDs are always popular as well as other categories. No text books or dictionaries please. All proceeds benefit Mommy
Reads and the UCG library. Any leftover books are given to the Lowell Prison Libraries, SWAG, the
ACORN Clinic, Habitat for Humanity and the Alachua County Jail. For questions regarding the sale
or to volunteer for pre-sorting or at the sale, contact Becky Johnson rjohnson5510@gmail.com or
(352) 256-1145. Please note that early donations cannot be accepted.
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From Shelly….
Maundy Thursday, March 24: Opportunities to Serve
In Christian religious observance, Maundy Thursday marks the night of Jesus' Last Supper. The
word "Maundy" comes from the Latin word mandatum which means "commandment," and commemorates the tradition that Jesus said to his disciples during the Last Supper--"I leave you a
new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you."
For many of us, the practice of our spiritual life is both an internal observance and a public one
meant to positively touch the life of the world. Therefore, this year at UCG we will mark Maundy
Thursday in a variety of ways. At 12:00 PM (noon) on March 24, there will be a service of silence,
meditation, communion, and an observance of the Environmental Stations of the Cross. Stations
of the Cross services date back as far as the 4th century, when early pilgrims to the Holy Land
commemorated the Crucifixion of Jesus in Holy Week by processing to pray at the actual spots
where, as best they knew, Jesus’ suffering took place. In so doing, they brought the universality
of suffering, demonstrated in the particularity of the life and death of Jesus, into their own lives
and times. In an environmental service, not only will we retrace Christ’s steps, by re-enacting the
biblical record of his suffering in six “Stations," but we also will bring the frame of Christ’s death
into our own time and set it more inclusively, so that each station will commemorate a significant
breaking of our covenant with the Earth and with the entire family of God’s creation, human and
non-human, animate and inanimate. Each station will enable the plants, the rocks, the soil, the
water, the fire, and the wind to help teach us of these broken relationships. Each station will offer
prayer for the healing of the rifts in our covenant between ourselves and all our earthly relations.
In praying each station, we seek anew the courage and the power to become agents of healing
throughout our world.
The outward journey of faith will be demonstrated that evening at Grace Marketplace as UCG prepares and hosts supper there at 5:30 PM. Sign-ups are available both online at bit.ly/
maundygrace and through the church office for bringing and serving food and for clean-up. After
the supper, at 7:00 PM, we will lead a worship service for UCGers and for Grace Marketplace residents in the Grace chapel. It will be a time of companionship and solidarity, as we unite for this
holy commemoration.
I hope you will join in any or all of these opportunities to experience Maundy/Holy Thursday in
these ways. May your observance, whether it is deep within your own soul, via the provision of
food, and/or through a worship opportunity for others, be a road you make that brings you nearer
to the heart of the Beloved.
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Patient Expectation

Andy Bachmann

Youth United and MSG upcoming events
March 6- Nailah Davis and our team will take us through “The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens.”
March 13- Nailah and company will finish up our Habits, and Work Tour 2016 final payments are due.
Confirmation meets at 12:15 pm until 1:30 pm. This is just for the confirmands.
March 20- Youth United departs from UCG at 8:45 am for our spring break Work Tour to New Orleans.
This year we will be working through the St. Bernard Project. We will return on Friday, March 25th. Because of spring break and Easter, MSG will not meet on either the 20th or the 27th.
March 27- Easter Sunday!
April 1-2- Confirmation will have an overnight retreat to Camp Montgomery in Starke, Florida. We will
depart at 4:30 pm and be back at UCG on Saturday afternoon.
April 3- MSG will plan their skit for the All Church Retreat, and YU will plan their video.
Saturday, April 9 - Confirmands will have a rehearsal at 11 am for the joining service on Sunday.
April 10- Confirmands will join the church at the 9:15 am service. In MSG and YU we will continue our
preparations for the All Church Retreat.

For your Financial Information
As the Church Accountant, I receive a certain amount of advertising for churchfinancial-related products. The buzz these days is all about offering church members quick & easy &
(more importantly) electronic options for sharing their financial gifts with the church. And we have
listened! Since 2014, UCG has partnered with Vanco Services to provide our members a way to
transfer money from their bank accounts or credit cards to the church’s bank account. In 2015, a
whopping $72,944 was given online. That’s 11% of last year’s combined Pledge & Plate giving. So
yes, we can see you like this option. But ease & technology come with a price. We pay about $35
per month for that service. On top of that, of the $32,688 in donations made by credit card (you
know, those fun programs that earn you miles?), the church only received $31,616. Over $1,000 was
deducted by the credit card companies. Donors received full credit for their gift, but the church paid
the service fee for this service. How can you help? If you pay by credit card, consider increasing
your gift a bit to offset the fees. Here’s a handy formula to help:
Your donation divided by 96.55% (or 100% less an average of 3.45% fees)
Example: A $95.00 donation ÷ 0.9655 = $98.39 or what you might consider giving to offset fees.
If you have any questions about your giving, please feel free to contact me. I can be best reached
by email: catherinec@ucgainesville.org. As always, I am thankful for your continued generosity and
support of our church! ~ Catherine Cake, Church Accountant
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In Vinny Veritas

Vince Amlin

All Church Retreat 2016 “Be _______”
All Church Retreat 2016 is happening, April 15-17. This year the Retreat Committee has chosen
the theme, “Be ______.” How’s that for wide open?
Our retreat programs will fill in the blank, offering you a chance to “be still,” “be yourself,” and
“belong.” We hope you’ll “be inspired” or “be active” or “be transformed.” We’ll also explore the
pressure to be what others want us to be or to be all things to all people. Above all, we hope retreat will be a time where you have a chance to let go of doing and simply be.
If you’re returning to retreat this year, be sure to mark your calendar and plan to register any
time March 13-25. If you’re new to retreat, please read on…
Our All-Church Retreat is one of the best things UCG does. For two nights and two days (Friday
evening-Sunday noon) we go away as a church community and spend time enjoying one another. We eat, play, worship, perform, learn, sing, run, and laugh with one another.
Our retreat takes place at a Methodist church camp in Fruitland Park, FL, called Warren Willis
camp. Accommodations range from tent camping, to shared cabins, to private motel rooms. We
eat meals together in the camp’s dining halls. It’s a comfortable camp atmosphere.
The weekend includes a full program of activities for children and youth of all ages as well as 15
adult workshops on a variety of topics. It also includes a Friday night opening session, late night
communion service, variety show, and outdoor worship on Sunday morning. Retreat also involves service, as over the course of the weekend, everyone performs one job to help retreat go
smoothly.
We have heard over and over again that retreat is the best way to meet people and go deeper in
your involvement at UCG, and I hope that you will consider attending this year. You can register
on Sunday mornings, March 13th or 20th in Reimer Hall or during the week in the church office
between March 14 and 25. There is an info session for parents attending retreat with school-age
children between services on April 10.
If you have any questions about retreat, please don’t hesitate to contact me, and join us this
year!
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~United Tribes ~
UCG Children’s Program ~ Director, Keri Trosper
Spring is upon us and so many of us are already looking forward to a few Spring favorites like Palm Parade, Easter Egg Hunts, and of course... the Children's Sabbath! Below you will find the details you need
to get you to all of our March events as well as a peek ahead to keep your calendars prepared.
March 6th- Patticake/PowWow Camp out - Join us for the 9th annual Patticake/PowWow Camp
out weekend as coordinated by the ever wonderful Shanna Johnson! To register, simply pop into the
front office to pay for your camp site. An informative e-mail was sent to families with all necessary details. For additional questions, please contact Shanna Johnson or Sara Magnuson. Those not attending
the camp out will have Extended Activity Time at the church.
March 13th- Choir Performance and Tribes Time - Our children's choir grades Pre-K through 5 (all
children in those ages) will perform during the 9:15 service. If you have ever attended church, or even
if it's your first time, your child is welcome to sing with us. Arrive to the sanctuary at 8:45 for a brief rehearsal before the service. During Tribes time this day we will have a fun experience to make us aware
of the stories behind Palm Sunday and Easter so that our next two weeks are that much more meaningful.
March 20th- BCM (Board of Children's Ministries) leads our children in the annual Palm Parade! Simply
bring your child to the West Wing at 9a.m. so that we may prepare them for their march. Following the
parade, children will have extended activity time fun and games.
March 27th- BCM leads our children in the annual Easter egg hunts. Please send your child with their
Easter basket (but know that we have extra bags in case you forget). The egg hunts occur immediately
following the children's story on the age appropriate play grounds. We rotate through nursery and pre-k
on our younger play ground. This year K-3 will have one egg hunt and 4-5 will have their own. Yes,
egg hunting is back for our older kids!
In April we will begin working on all of the preparations for our annual Children's Sabbath. Mark your
calendars for Sunday, May 22nd! It is a truly special morning that means so much to all of the children. We can't wait for you to see what they have to share.
Tribal Camp, our very UCG version of what other churches often offer as Summer Vacation Bible School
will occur on weekdays July 25-Aug 5. It is for rising kindergarten through fifth graders. Informational
brochures and applications will arrive to you by mail this month. Additional copies are available in the
front office.
As always, thank you for sharing the gift of your children with our church!
Blessings,
Keri Trosper
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Board & Committee News...
The Board of Parish Ministry Wants You!
Who we are:
Continuing for 2016 – 2017 will be: Ruth Segal (chairperson), Shelly Wilson (ministerial member),
Christoph Seubert, Sally Simonis, Keith Kelly, Taylor Kincaid, Peggy Bowie, Elizabeth Franco, and Jane
Emmeree.
What we do:
 Open the church building on Sunday mornings
 Decorate the church for Christmas
 Provide flowers for the sanctuary on Easter
 Help with the labyrinth set-up
 Help with Taize blocks set-up
 Assist in preparing and serving communion
 Create and carry out lay led Sunday services several times a year
 Provide support for the ministers for Sunday worship
Meeting time: first Thursday of the each month 5:30 – 6:30 PM in the UCG kitchen. Can’t commit
to monthly meetings or the ongoing work of BPM but want to participate? Sign up as a “friend” of
BPM to be called upon to serve communion or work on other individual BPM projects such as holiday
decorating, setting up the labyrinth or Taizé blocks, etc. Your participation is much appreciated!

The CMRB as a Conduit: Look for our Medallions
The Congregation-Ministry Review Board (CMRB) mission statement is: "To serve as a conduit between the ministers and the congregation. The goals of the Board are to support the congregation in
its concerns and the clergy in their ministry, and to foster the individual and collective health and wellbeing of both."
What that means in practical terms is that we are a safe place for reflection, feedback, and goalsetting for the ministers as well as a conduit for feedback from the congregation. Each minister sets
his or her own personal goals in the spring for the coming year. CMRB members then engage in a
dynamic review process that helps the ministerial leadership stay on track, modify a goal, and/or find
additional support as necessary. At the end of the year there is a formal review of each minister and
a report to Church Council.
In addition, CMRB usually has a particular project or interest to address each year, depending on what
is happening in the church. During the current year, CMRB is directing the process for developing
UCG’s new Three Year Plan for 2016-2019. One additional project is to develop our role as conduit
more fully. To this end, in the coming months one or more CMRB members will be available in the
courtyard between services to (attempt to) answer your questions about church matters and hear of
concerns that that should be considered by CMRB and/or our ministerial team. We will be wearing
distinctive medallions to identify ourselves to the congregation. Look for a display of these medallions
on Time and Talent Sunday, March 6th.
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Winter Congregational Meeting, January 24, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 10:15 AM by Moderator Nancy Dana in the UCG Sanctuary. Pointing
to the year ahead, Nancy asked all attendees to think about one UCG event that they find especially
meaningful or enjoyable. Shelly Wilson then led the group in prayer. This was followed by approval of
the minutes of the Fall Congregational Meeting, October 4, 2015.
Board of Business (BoB) Chairs Tom Dana and Steve Pennypacker presented version 2 of the 2016
budget. Because the pledge drive failed to obtain the required income commitments, BoB and Church
Council recommended several decreases in both income and expenses. The version 2 budget passed by
voice vote.
John Eyler presented a report on the 3-Year Planning process. CMRB identified three priority areas in
the October survey responses.
Spiritual growth and nurture for all ages, through a wide range of opportunities
Social Justice, with particular emphasis on issues of diversity, racial justice, the environment, and
homelessness
Congregational care and nurture, with particular focus on needs of senior adults, families, and the
mentally/physically ill and how members may care for one another
To further engage the Congregation in the 3-Year Planning procedure, the worship services on Sunday,
January 31, will be devoted to silent chalk-talk scenarios to reflect on the priorities set forth by CMRB.
The meeting adjourned at about 10:45 AM. Respectfully submitted, Kitty Williams, Clerk

Where we are, financially speaking…
As of the end of February 16.6% of the fiscal year has passed. The church has received $128,540
in Pledge Income, or 19% of its goal, so we’re currently ahead. Overall, total income surpasses expenses by $34,788. Thank you for your financial support of UCG!

13

Annual Time and Talent Fair
Sunday, March 6, 2016 - 10:15am - 11:30am
This year’s Time and Talent Fair is scheduled for Sunday, March 6 from 10:15 – 11:30 in the
Memory Garden. This is your once a year chance to join a Board or Committee where you make new
friends and connections with UCG members and ministers as well as play a role in continuing the spirit of
UCG! Current board and committee members will be set up in the Courtyard during Fellowship time, enticing you to visit them with treats and encouraging you to get involved. Come, join the fun and be part of the
future! (Please sign up for only one board or committee.)
If you miss Time and Talent Sunday, please contact the church office and ask for the chairperson’s
contact info of the board or committee you’re interested in or contact Will Dougherty, Moderator-Elect. Any
of us will be happy to chat with you and help you become involved.
Boards and Committee Descriptions:
Board of Adult Programs (BAP): Provides opportunities for enrichment and connection by offering seminars that contribute to spiritual, personal and intellectual growth.
Board of Business (BoB): Enables UCG to meet its mission by providing stewardship for UCG resources
through oversight of the budget and financial management as well as facilitation of the annual fund raising.
Board of Children’s Ministry (BCM): Provides spiritually-based programs that connect and support the
young children of UCG and their families.
Board of Membership (BOM): Welcomes visitors and new members by introducing them to UCG and
helps facilitate their integration into the church community.
Board of Parish Ministry (BPM): Contributes to the creation of worship services and spaces, recognizing
the spiritual diversity of the congregation.
Compassion in Action (CIA): Coordinates outreach opportunities for compassionate action toward the
greater community.
Endowment Fund Trustees: Supports the mission and ministry of UCG through promotion of the endowment and careful management of its funds, as well as funding significant ministries outside the
regular budget.
Family Promise: Provides lodging and food, hope and encouragement for families who are temporarily
homeless, and opportunity for the wider church community to serve families in need.
Lively Arts: The mission is to reach every member of the congregation in each worship service through
music, singing, liturgical dance, and the visual arts. Provide additional avenues of worship through spiritual
service for visual and performing artists.
Open and Affirming Ministry Committee (ONA): Promotes a safe spiritual sanctuary for LGBTQ individuals through awareness, positive image and education; reaches out to the larger community to network,
educate and model an inclusive spiritual community.
Social Justice Committee: Builds awareness of issues and takes thoughtful action to promote social justice and peace.
Friendship Group: The Friendship Group was created for teens and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. The purpose of the group is to create a caring environment in which each member has
the opportunity to share concerns, to express support, to give encouragement to each other and to find
ways to fully participate in the life and service of UCG.
Kairos: Kairos is a group of church members joined together to answer prayer concerns. Kairos means
“God’s time.” Our purpose is to ensure that our church members receive the compassion and care that
ministers and Kairos members can provide.
Small Groups Committee: Plans and recruits leaders for our adult small groups program at UCG.
Young Adult Committee: Provides a social and spiritual home for post-high school young adults through
fellowship gatherings, seminars and discussions, and recreational outings.
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Regular Sunday Schedule
9:00 - 12:30
9:15
9:30 - 10:30
10:15

Nursery and Toddler Care
Worship with Children’s Story
United Tribes Church School
Beverages and Fellowship
Middle School Group & Youth United
10:30 - 12:30 Children’s Activity Time
10: 45 - 11:45 Adult Seminars
Our Lenten Theme: “We Make the Road by Walking”

March 6 - Food First Food Drive for Gainesville Community Ministries food pantry
Time & Talent Fair
8:15 – Meditation in the Chapel
9:15 & 11:15 – Worship - Andy Bachmann
10:15 to 11:30 - Time & Talent Fair - Courtyard
10:15 - Fair Trade Coffee & Chocolate sales - Courtyard
11:15 - Friendship Group - Room 8
12:30 - Young Adult Lunch—meet by the Fountain
2:30—Gospel Jamboree* - West Wing

March 13 – Daylight Savings Time Begins, Spring Ahead (Everything is an hour earlier)
Retreat Registration Begins - 10:15 - 12:30 in the Courtyard
8:15 – Meditation in the Chapel
9:15 & 11:15 – Worship - Guest Preacher, Everett Mitchell
10:15 - Board of Children’s Ministry—Seminar A
12:15 - Confirmation class - Youth Room
7:00 - Crystal Bowl Concert - Sanctuary

March 20 - Palm Sunday
Retreat Registration
8:15 – Meditation in the Chapel
9:15 & 11:15 – Worship—Shelly Wilson
10:15 - 12:15 - Retreat Registration in Reimer Hall
10:15 - Fair Trade Coffee, Chocolate & Tea sales - Courtyard
All Church Read Coffee Talk - Library
11:15 - Friendship Group - Room 8
12:30 - Young Adult Lunch - meet by the Fountain
Picnics in the Park* - offsite
1:00pm - Breaking Up is Hard to Do: Moving Our Money - West Wing

March 27– Easter Sunday
Child care is available from 7:45am to 12:30pm
8:00 – Quiet contemplative service which includes special music, a sermon and Communion
9:00 - Coffee and Fellowship
9:15 – includes special music by ensembles, the UCG Adult and Children’s choirs, children’s story
and a sermon. After the children’s story, children Pre-K to 3rd grade leave for an Easter egg hunt. 4th
& 5th graders stay for the service and then assist with a special Easter moment after the benediction.
10:30 - Finger Food Brunch. Please bring a finger food to share.
11:15 – includes special music and a sermon.
* Pre-registered Adult Small Group
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We Welcome Our Newest Members
Ause Brown was a Southern Baptist all of his life, and was highly engaged with the church. He left
the Baptist church last year as the ideals no longer worked for him. Ause says he likes the UCG compact and joins UCG with a revived enthusiasm for a spiritual life with God. Ause is a native Floridian,
a retired lawyer and enjoys hiking, biking, flying, reading and travel. He is married to Leveda
Brown, who is also joining. Leveda was raised in a conservative part of Florida in the Baptist church
as well. She says she realized in college that other possibilities existed and comes to UCG seeking
recognition that there are unanswered questions. She looks forward to opportunities for service and
fellowship, and maybe joining the choir. Leveda is retired and has served on numerous community
boards.
Elizabeth Hall-Rodgers was raised in the Church of Christ and says that until she came to UCG,
she never thought she would go to a church again. She likes the focus UCG has on helping others
and improving the greater community as well as the sense of community she finds here. Elizabeth is
an RN at Shands/UF Health and enjoys reading and running. She and her wife Jodi Hall Rodgers,
also joining today, have a son Colin who is 8 months old. Jodi grew up Pentecostal/non Denominational. She came to UCG seeking a place where her family is accepted, a place to feel safe and
loved. Here she says she found these things as well as somewhere that has helped restore her faith
in God. Jodi too works at Shands/UF Health as an RN. In her free time she enjoys kayaking, being
outdoors, painting and drawing.
Melissa Hawthorne grew up knowing her parents were raised Baptist, but her family never went
to church. However, she says she has always been curious and has been on a life-long quest to find
a church home, attending many different churches in the process. She joins UCG seeking community
and support on her deepening spiritual journey as well as a youth group for her 14 -year-old son
Isaac, who is excited to be part of a spiritual community as well. Melissa is a stay-at-home mom and
in additional to Isaac, she and her husband Micah, have two other children, Joshua 5 and Eli
5months. Melissa enjoys gardening and reading.
Growing up, Jenn Hubbs celebrated both Christmas and Easter, but religion and spirituality were
never addressed in her family. Looking for a place to safely explore her new faith, she found UCG.
She likes how open the church is to those with varied beliefs or those still exploring what their beliefs
are. As Associate Director for Data Management at the Graduate School at UF, she brings excellent
organizational and administrative skills as well strong grant writing capabilities. Jenn says she is shy,
but really wants to make connections. Her hobbies and avocations include hiking, canoeing, singing,
geocaching and civic participation.
Lisa Langford grew up in the Methodist Church and went every Sunday with her parents. However,
she was confused about the message of a “Mean God,” and grew away from religion in High School.
In her late 20’s she became a fan of the teachings of liberal theologian, Bishop John Shelby Spong,
who has influenced her beliefs since. She joins UCG seeking a warm and accepting communion of
people in which to strengthen her relationship to God, however known. Lisa is helping raise her partner Laura Maxwell’s two daughters and loves that she has found a place where her family can find
solace and a sense of belonging. Lisa is an occupational therapist at Oak Hammock and enjoys music, playing guitar and photography. Laura was born in Finland and was raised Lutheran, but mainly
attended church on the high holidays. She joins UCG seeking a church home where her young
daughters can feel at home and accepted for things that are beyond their control. Laura says she
feels a sense of comfort here, in a community where people are kind, thoughtful and caring of others. As a teacher at Williams elementary, Laura says she brings to the UCG community her patience
and positivity. Her hobbies include traveling, reading and dance parties in her living room with her
favorite girls!
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New Members, continued
Brent Seagle grew up Methodist but was very active in the Presbyterian church through college
and adulthood. After realizing the message no longer worked, Brent says he began seeking for,
and found at UCG, a church community living in the 21st century. As a retired physician from UF
College of Medicine, he brings experience dealing with people and the ability to teach. In his free
time, Brent enjoys reading, golf, photography and woodworking. He is joining today with his
wife Kathryn Seagle. Kathryn also grew up Methodist, but married Presbyterian. She joins UCG
seeking opportunities to give to the community. She likes that outreach is a priority of UCG, as
well the sense of openness here. Kathryn is a skilled organizer and looks forward to sharing those
skills at UCG. Her hobbies and avocations include volunteer work, reading, skiing and travel.

17

M ARCH 2016
Sun
6

Mon
7

Worship 9:15 &
11:15am
Time & Talent Fair
10:15am

Tue

Wed

8

9

10

Budget Summit
1:30pm

CMRB Noon
BOM 6pm

RJTF 12pm

ONA 5:30pm

SJC 6:30pm

Yoga/Meditation
12pm
BOB 6:00pm
BOM 6pm

YA Lunch 12:30pm

Fri
11

Morning Prayer
8am

Contemplative
Prayer* 6pm

Friendship Group
11:15am

Thu

Understanding
Racial Disparity
Event at UCG 7pm
Morning Prayer 8am

Sat
12
Understanding
Racial Disparity
Event at UCG
9:30am

Lunch Groups 12pm
PNO 5:30pm

Ally for Racial
Justice* 6pm
Choir Rehearsal
7:15pm

13

14

Understanding
Racial Disparity
Event at UCG

Erickson/Verleger
Wedding

Worship 9:15 &
11:15am

15

16

Contemplative
Prayer* 6pm

Church Council
5:30pm

PFLAG 7pm

Retreat Registration 10:15-12:15

17

18

Yoga/Meditation
12pm

Morning Prayer 8am

Ally for Racial
Justice* 6pm

Lunch Groups 12pm
Gator Softball
Game* 6pm

Alzheimer/
Dementia Support
7pm

BCM 10:15am

19

Confirmation Class
12:15pm
Crystal Bowls 7pm

20

21

Palm Sunday
Worship 9:15 &
11:15am
Friendship Group
11:15am
YA Lunch 12:30pm
Retreat
Reg. 10:15-12:15

22

23

Engage, Listen.
Connect* 6:30pm

Newsletter
Deadline 12pm

Zumba*7pm

26

Yoga/Meditation
12pm

Morning Prayer 8am

RJTF 12pm

Lunch Groups 12pm

Maundy Thursday
Service 12pm
& 7pm at Grace
Marketplace

Dhans/Telg
Wedding

Retreat Registration
Ends 4:30pm

Choir Rehearsal
7:15pm

28

Easter Sunday
Worship at 8am,
9:15am &
11:15am

25

Youth United Work Tour March 20-25

All Church Read
Coffee Talk
10:15am

27

24

29

Engage, Listen.
Connect* 6:30pm

Finger Food
Potluck Brunch
10:30am

* Pre-registered Adult Small Group

30
Zumba*7pm

31
Yoga/Meditation
12pm

1
Morning Prayer 8am
Lunch Groups 12pm

2
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 352-378-3500
Fax: 352-378-0501
E-mail: info@ucgainesville.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 - 4:30
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F OR A PRIL N EWSLETTER S UBMISSIONS

LOOKING AHEAD:


April 15-17

Annual Church Retreat at Warren Willis Camp



May 21

Annual Helen Aller–Oster Memorial Golf Tournament



May 15

Spring Congregational Meeting



May 22

Children’s Sabbath at 9:15am
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